
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Society for Photographic Education 
 
  
Your Project Title: Charles Mintz: Lustron Stories 

Your Project Summary: The Society for Photographic Education (SPE) respectfully requests $5000 project 

support for "Charles Mintz: Lustron Stories," a one-person exhibition organized by SPE of Cleveland's own 

Charles Mintz. The exhibition will be on view, free to the public, at SPE in Cleveland, January 12 – April 20, 

2018, and is comprised of (20) large-scale, archivally framed, color photographs, with an introductory text 

panel, labels, and full-color poster/brochure. 

Final Score: No. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided insufficient evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $0 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The programming is well-designed and the application provides a sufficient amount of detail that 

demonstrate strong artistic vibrancy and organizational capacity. I would have liked a more thorough outline 

for how SPE plans to build meaningful relationships with residents and community partners, because that 

key fact was largely missing from your narrative. This limits the potential public benefit when the program 

does not engage key stakeholders at every step of the process. 

 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: Who is Charles Mintz? What is “lustron"? And why is either important? These are the questions 

I was left with after reading the application to support “Charles Mintz: Lustrous Stories” by The Society for 

Photographic Education. Overall the project plan is clear. The goal and measure matched up well. Experts 

are leading the charge, and I don’t have any concerns with the budget description. However, I can’t quite 

dissect the defined community, and there is nothing for me to judge the artistic vibrancy and relevance 

other than the facts that Mintz is a Cleveland native who is also a photographer. I think the grant writer 

made some assumptions about the reputation of Mintz and Lustron but without the answers to my 

questions, I cannot say the application met all the criteria for Public Benefit, Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy, 

and Organizational Capacity. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application somewhat shows evidence that the funding criteria have been met. In the 

question about the public benefit of this project, I would have liked to have been given more about SPE's 

plans for community engagement in relation to this exhibit. Especially regarding the educational outreach 

that is briefly mentioned but never detailed. The exhibit will undoubtedly be interesting and the 

accompanying lecture will be engaging but I did not see a lot of evidence of 'how' engagement is going to 

happen beyond the gallery space itself. As a "global model for community engagement," I am sure those 

strategies are in place but they were not well articulated in this application. One note: you should not have 

assumed that reviewers were familiar with Lustron Homes. At first, I thought Lustron was a community 

within Cuyahoga County but after doing my own research, I now fully understand the exhibit content. 

 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: This program isn't clear how they will track who is attending their public programs. They mention 

that they will gauge memberships but public benefit programs shouldn't necessarily yield memberships. 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: No 

Comment: How do people engage with the Society of Photographic Education? How has the public 

influenced the need for this work? In what way is this programming accessible and inviting? There is a clear 

commitment to artistic excellence and a need to share the message that is "Charles Mintz: Lustron Stories" 

but I see no evidence of public benefit beyond witnessing the photography. There wasn't even detail to 

what the educational portion of the programming could offer. Based on a lack of detail regarding the 

community, the public benefit, or public understanding this does not meet the funding requirements. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

